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CARIBE WAVE 2019   

Regional Tsunami Exercise 

Over five hundred thousand people from the entire Caribbean basin participated in the 

CARIBE WAVE 19 tsunami exercise held on March 14, 2019 according to the CARIBE EWS 

Member States. This represents an increase of participation compared for 2018 (392,248 

participants) reported numbers. It remains one of the largest simulation exercises of its kind in the 

world. The participants in the eighth annual regional exercise hailed from forty-seven of its forty-

eight Member States and Territories* of the UNESCO Intergovernmental Coordination Group for 

Tsunamis and other Coastal Hazards for the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions (CARIBE EWS).  

Each country chose one of the two CARIBE WAVE 2019 scenarios: Kick ‘em Jenny (KEJ) 

Volcano and Panama. Registered participants included designated Tsunami Warning Focal Points 

(TWFPs) and National Tsunami Warning Centers (NTWCs), as well as emergency and 

preparedness organizations, K-12 Schools, government agencies, colleges and universities, 

healthcare, businesses and hotels, critical facilities, among others. 

Several countries and territories publicized the exercise on social media and in the press to 

encourage the participation of the community. According to a Real-Time tracker service, hashtags 

as #CaribeWave, #CaribeWave2019, among others, reached over 4M users and also had over 500 

mentions on the social media outlets, from February 18 through March 18. As usual, the greater 

part of those posts were on popular sites as twitter.com and facebook.com. 

In the post-exercise evaluation survey, 59.26% of ICG CARIBE EWS designated 

TWFPs/TNCs indicated that their country/territory had news media participation and coverage of 

the CARIBE WAVE 2019 Regional Tsunami Exercise.  The media involvement was similar to 

CARIBE WAVE 2018.   

This report includes 69 associated publications accessed through internet from 15 MS and 

Territories in the Caribbean and Adjacent Regions, as well as international organizations. TV and 

radio broadcasts are not included. 
 

 
* Antigua and Barbuda, Aruba, Bahamas, Barbados, Belize, Brazil, Colombia, Costa Rica, Cuba, Curacao, Dominica, 

Dominican Republic, France (Martinique, Guadeloupe, St. Barthelemy, St. Martin), Grenada, Guatemala, Guyana, 

Haiti, Honduras, Jamaica, Mexico, Netherlands (Bonaire, Saba and Sint Eustatius), Nicaragua, Panama, Saint Kitts 

and Nevis, Saint Lucia, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, Sint Maarten, Trinidad and Tobago, United Kingdom 

(Anguilla, British Virgin Islands, Bermuda, Cayman Islands, Montserrat and Turks and Caicos), United States (Puerto 

Rico and the US Virgin Islands) and Venezuela (Bolivarian Republic of). 
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